Mr. Banas
Room:  228

Extension: 227

Email:  matthew.banas@meriden.k12.ct.us
Economics
Course Description:

Economics is a course designed for the college-bound student who is interested in an overview of the U.S. Economy and various competing systems.  This course deals with the use of scarce resources for the purpose of fulfilling society’s needs and wants.  This course will help the student understand their personal economic matters as well as how the contribute to and take from the economic system.
Objectives

The student will:


1.  Demonstrate a practical knowledge of economic terms and vocabulary.

2.  Describe the money and fiscal policy of the United States.

3.   Compare the United States Capitalist System with other competing systems.  

4.  Demonstrate the ability to interpret economic charts, data and other economic 
graphic organizers.

5.  Analyze and discuss tax theories and their application in today’s economy.

6.  Demonstrate knowledge of their role as consumer, producer and investor.  

7.  Demonstrate an understanding of their role in the electronic economy.
Course Content

I.  Introduction

A.  The Nature of Economics


B.  The Basics of Economics

II.  Capitalism and the Market Economy


A.  Capitalism


B.  Capitalistic Market System


C.  Competition as a market force

III.  Supply and Demand

IV.  Prices and their Role  in the Economy

V.  Economic Performance


A.  Measuring Economic Performance



B.  Inflation and Unemployment


C.  Problems of Income Distribution

VI.  Economic Systems in Action


A.  Economic Enterprise Systems



1.  Sole Proprietorship



2.  Partnership



3.  Corporation


B.  Labor Unions and their economic role


C.  Sources of Capital

VII.  Government and the Economy


A.  Money


B.  The Federal Reserve System


C.  Taxes


D.  National Debt, Budget and Surpluses


E.  Fiscal Policy

VIII.  Comparing Economic Systems


A.  Global Economic Systems


B.  Developing Nations and the Issues they face

IX.  Consumer Economics


A.  Personal Finance and Investing


B.  The Student as Consumer


C.  The Student as Producer

X.  The Electronic Economy

Text

Economics, 1988, Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, Inc.
Evaluations

Students will be evaluated on the successful completion of lesson activities, classroom discussion/participation and homework assignments.  Students will demonstrate mastery of content through tests, quizzes and projects.  Essays and research papers will be assigned so students can demonstrate mastery of selected topics.
Homework:  15%

Quizzes:  15%

Tests:30%

Projects:  25%

Class work/participation: 15%

I am available every day after school for make-ups and extra help.  Students may also come for help and make-ups before school with prior arrangement.  The responsibility for getting and completing make-up work, quizzes, and tests lies with the student.  

I will do my best to enter grades in to PowerSchool as promptly as possible.  Grades will be entered at least once or twice a week.  Special projects, essays, research papers and other assignments that require more extensive grading will be entered within two weeks of the due date.
